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PREFACE 


HE following SERMON was 
preached on a preſcribed Text, and at 

« fixed Time, without having /. ufficient Oppor- 
tunity allowed for entering even haſty Thonghts 
in writing, in order to its Delivery. FHom- 
ever (ſuch as it was, ſo far as could be re- 
collected) you have it now publiſhed at the Re- 
queſt of them that are moſt nearly concerned in 
it, in Hopes that it m in ſome meaſure con- 


tribute {thro the Divine Bleſſing) to the 


awakening of Secure and Careleſs Profeſſors, 
and to the Comfort and Eſtabliſhment of them 
that believe, who eſteem their Preparation for 
ks fo ha PRONE Bug of Lift. 


oy 8 0 bur eee Friend, the Want of 4 


longer Acquaint ance ant of Opportanity for 
making Rewarks on his Condut, à well as of 
thaking Enquiry" into his Character, war the 


Reſon why ſo little was ſaid of him in the 
Pulpit ; 
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Polpit ; but I have been ſince well aſſured that 
there was ſomething extraordinary in hu Caſe 


— — — 


and Example. that may be worthy of Remem- 
brante, and Uſeful. | 


HE was a Man of Probity, as well as dilli- 
gent in his Bufineſs, of an obliging and bene- ' 
ficient I emper, which he manifeſted by com- 
forting the Afflicted, and aſſiſting bis Brethren 
in Diſtreſs, in ſome remarkabl: [aſtences. 


HE was ftedfift in the Profeſſion of Reli 
gion, and true to thiſe Principles be had in- 
bibed ; Having aiways. retained 4 very hearty 
Reſpect for the faithful Diſpenſers of God's 
Word, as aiſo for. thoſe other Chriſtians that 
were moſt eminent for Prety and Zeal within 
his Acquaintance.z, which mawifeſily appear'd 
by his Choice in Marriage, updn Motives thut 


were chiefly founded on the Neſpedt be bore to 


Religion and Virtue. Hut ſuch mas the Nature 
of his Employment, which led him into Variety 
of Company, that, thro the Power of Tempta- 
tion, he would ſometimes be dramn into their 
Extreams, and it may be wiſhed" that this Siu 
were not become too faſhionable among many 
profeſſed Chriſtians, ' who drinkf+ beyond due 
Limits, tho ſome by the Strength of Conſtitu- 
tion are not ſ much thereby expoſed: as others. 
But notwithſtanding this, it appeared that — 

Lim \ 1 | g 


had a greater Work to carry on in E for be 
| was fil followed. with- Coins and the 
Thoug bts of another World were not exting uiſh'd 
in him: He would ſometimes bewail his Caſe, 
Jajing, That he would 4in get up the Hill, but 
was driver back by the Wind o 7 Temptation. 
And it has been pad bs ober of hum, that 
while he wanted 15 kind and aithful Monitor 
that Providence had allotted for him, and even 
in Places not very convenient, he ſeemed to 
make Conſcience of Secret Prayer, and would 
| not eaſily be diverted from it, as too many are. 
| This Courſe of Life he continued for ſeveral 
| Tears, til God's appointed Time of Love and 
: Mercy came, and the Spirit of God began to 
| work more powerfull in him, for after many 
| great Conflicks, and many a Seaſon of Faſting 
ö 


and Prayer obſerved by a dear Relation om his 
Account, he was at laſt effeFually convinced, 
and melted into Tears of Sorrow f.r his peſt 
IS; and tho he continued his Employment, it 
mas ſufficiently made to appear, that h: was re- 
5 deemed from his vain Converſation : And here- 
in the Grace of God was eminently exalted : 
And he was brought to admire the Riches of 
Divine Mercy in Chriſt, and to feel ths 
Drawings Yf his Savioar's Power and Love; 
nothing but his Stripes could heal the Wounds 
that 555 hid made, nothing but bis Kightecnſ- 
meſs recommended bim to God. Aua y > _ 
tHeg 
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then prevailed upon to an uni verſal Reforma- 
tion, to the great Satis faction and Comfort of 


ſuch as were the happy Obſervers of it. 


It pleaſed God, who is Sanirtign in his Grace, 
to bring about ſo remarkable a Change, by ſuch 
other Means as be thought fit, particularly by 
the Reading of that excellent Book of Mr. Fla- 
vR's called the Touchſtone of Sincericy, n hich 
was of very great Ofe to him: He would often 
weep over it with a humbliag Remembrance of 
the Prevalence of firmer Temptations, and 4 


thankful Senſe of his Deliverance, Th:ſe 


Things were brought to paſs in about the Com- 
paſs of the laſt Trar of his Life, when he was 
aged about 57, at nhich time he might miſt 
properly be ſaid ts begin to live.— As to his 


laſt Sickneſs he paſſed thro it in cala Submiſſion 


to the Will of God, and in comfortable Hop:s 
of aporpaching Reſt, and he ſpent his parting 
Breath in pecu/iar Notes of Praiſe, to the 
Wonder of ſome that heard him, as a Pledg 
and Anticipitation of the Work and Toys bi 
mas then eptring upon. Thus he remains a 
laſling Monument of the Divine Gocdneſs, bis 
leſt Works were the beſt, and ſa were his 
{aſt Toys.” And his Example may ſerve for the 
Comfort and Encouragement of all that ſincere- 
:y Repent, t whatever time it be; bat none 
ought from hence to preſume, tho the G "oy, of 

a R | . 3 od 


God did thus abound towards him ; for he was 


a very fetuliar Inſtance, with reſpet# te ſome 
Circumſtances of his Change "however, i #vay 
convince us of the great Advantage of 4 Neli- 
gious Education, which after many a Day may 
be made a Bleſſing to us, and the Impreſſions 
thereof may came with Power on the Sent, and 
produce the moſt. happy Effet#s. © 1 

I ſay again let none preſume; for tho he thus 
obtained Mercy, others may not be b eſſed nith 
the ſame Helps, nor enjoy the ſame Grate" and 
Opportunity: Death may ſoon cut off all our 
ProſpeFs, and then what is the Hope of the Hy- 
pocr:te (tho he bas gained a little Wealth" or 


Pleaſure in this World) when God ſball rate 


away his Soul. Tis moſt deſptrate Madwefs 
for any ts continue ſinning againſt Convittion 
with a De ſigu to repent hereafter, or to indulge 
themſelves ina Life of Senſuality, in Expett a- 
tron of being made Spiritual, And "tis the. 
greate/t Prophaneneſs, as will as higheſt Pre- 
ſamption, to ſin that Grace may abuund. I he 
Sen ſe of his Miſcarriages coſt bias many 4 bri- 
1 Lear; but we truſt. be as gie to the Place 
where all I ears are wiped away, and where the 
Yip bs and Groansuf departed Saints are changed 
i everlaſting Songs, evin dong of Deiiver- 
ence, of Triumph, and of Praiſe : For the 
Kedee med of the Lord are mace to 1{turn frem 

taeir 
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If their former State, und they ſbelb.come to the 
J heavevly Lion with Songs and everlaſting Joy 
I on their Heads, and they ſhell obtain Joy, ant 
| | Gladneſs,, and Sorrow," and Sig hing ſhall fly 


ava * 
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1. becomes as then to make 4 rigbi Improve \ 
| ment of ſuch an Example, as well as of all ib 
| other Calls of Providence and Grace which we 


| Death i a common Subject wherein all are 
| concerned. I here is no Speech nor Language 

where its Voice is not heard, and its\Power felt. 
Here in no Suſpicion of Hereſy in the Doctrine, 

no room for vaim Speculation, or perverſe Diß 
putings 3 but we are juſtly and kindly warned 
ts avoid the Sins of the. Age (wherein Iniquity 
abounds, and the Love of many waxeth cold) 
to reduce our Principles unto Prafice, and to 
work while tis da). | * 


It is fit that Man that maſt die ſhould be 
humbl-, that we ſhould be mild and compaſſio- 
nate, kind and tenderhearted one towards ano- 
ther, 1emembring that we our [cloves are in the 
Jody, and muſt at laſt ſubmit to the commygn 
Hate , Death with all its humbling Cir 
ſt ances. WH "I 


By 


Bsp this we ate convey d into God's immediate 
Preſence, with whom. me muſt be everlaſtingly 
concerned, which ſhould engage ws to ſecure our 
Union with him, and to give Glory to the Me- 
diator, committing our Souls into hs Hands, 
and performing all due Honours to him, which 
will confirm our Intereſt. in him; for this if the 
Language of the Scripture, & c. All the Ends 
of the World ſhould remember and turn un- 
to the Lord, and all the Kindreds of the Na- 
tions ſhall worſhip before him. The Meek 
ſhall eat and be ſatisfyed, and all they that 
be fat upon the Earth ſhall eat and worſhip. 
eſpeciallß they that go down to the Duſt 
ſhould bow before - im, ſeeing none can 


keep alive his own Soul, The Thonghty of 


Death ſhould inſpire us to 4 moſt divine and 
virtuons Temper of Mind, and to ſuch a hea- 
venly and uſeful Converſation, as will render us 
an Honour to Religion, a Hleſſing to Mankind, 


and our ſelves bleſſed in every Condition that 


we may fall into. 


Death is 4 SanFuary for the afflicted, they 
that walk in their Uprighteonſneſs ſhall enter 
into Peace, aua then it will appear thet all they 
ſaffered here was defigned jor their good: 
heir Removal home, tho it may be in a toro, 
will make way for the ir Advancement to ide ſe- 

teur 


rene Region; of e verl aſt ing Bleſſedne 1 So that 
when the Rigbtebus periſh by Death, it is ſome 


times manifeſt they were taken from the Evil 


to come, th fem mij lay it to Heart; and it 
# alvhſ cert iin, that the Exchange they make 


* 


1 to their unſpeabable Avant age, 


There is 4 Time coming on when the Judg 
ments of God that were unſearchable, and his 
Ways that were paſt finding out ſhall be 
explained: Tho Providence may ſeem to frown 
upon w# here, and the World cenſure hard and 
treat il, we "may fully acquieſte in this, 
That in the End it will be known, that ve- 
rily there is a Reward ſor the Righteous, 
and verily there is a God that judgeth the 


Earth. , 
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| 21 10303 
40 1 heard a voce from Heaven, ſaying, 
write, Bleſſed "are the dead” which die in 
the Lord, from benceforth : Tea, ſuth the 
Spirit, that they may reſt from le; 
Bouys; aud their works do follow them. 


2 


 w# 4. 4 11 A. 


the pris 3 Subjects, of thĩs Bookiis 
e ous, ſo it is difficult. to give: a 
certain Account of the Deſign of many 


of the Propheſys hexein contained: And 


tho the' Doctrine of this Text be plain, yet ity 
lation to the Context is not © eaſily underſto 
However, tis probable that * Part of the Chap | 


(2) 
ter refers to the State of the Church at the Begin- 
ning of the Reformation, when a mortal Wound 
was given to the Papal Intereſt, after which a moſt 
= rſecution was raiſed againſt the Reformed, 
many ſuffered Matryrdon for the Teſtimony 
fig, as might rov very flaming In- 
TY out of the Hiſtory 3 the Churches of 
Grea'-Britain, and elſewhere throughout all Europe. 
The Text ſeems deſigned to afford a ſingular En- 
couragement to ſuch as ſhould be called to _ — 


the Proteſtant Cauſe ron that Time, and per 


n n OH 


and are Martyrs by Conſent and Refi en nation (tho 
they may die the 2 4 of Men) there- 
fore the ſame Bleſſedneſs muſt in the main belong 


to them : And tho the inſpi riter aſcribes 
this Bleſſeqneſs to. iu run bes lier k yet this 


doth not Ince buc that all Ting Saints were 
pI beforexkut. Time, as they that fuccecll Tom 
Puri Ne e My. the ere all 


70 e before us, 
aire. Ty F e. Jog 8 
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of ths People incheir Latter End, 2 die. he 
Secondly, An Account of their Bleſſedneſs by 


hat en es their Beach, S a 
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| a” their works do follow them. w_ 


But before . prseced to the Dodrin, it wo 


wei coke Nori, 
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1e WithiwHat'Solemnity' this Subject is iutro- 
duced and atteſfed, as by x voice from Heaven, and 
the expreſs DiRates of the HHU GHhER,' to excire 
our Attention, and per fad us to believe. The 
ſame Spirit inſpired the Prophets and Marty ts. 
And, as the Cemſorter of the Church, has left 
theſe Words on Record to animate the People of 
God in their Puty and Sufferings, and to give 
them a proper Defence againſt the Fears of Death. 
And we may hende obſerve” the great Importance 
of Death, which is thus ſolemnly mentioned; and 
which needeth ſuvh Supports; for altho the Com- 
monneſs of this Event (which happens alike to 
all) be improved by the Wicked as an Occaſſon of 
their moſt fatal Preſumption; in that it leſſens their 
Apprehenſions, and weakens their Preparations; 
yet all that are wiſd will attend the Voice of God, 
and conſider the Nature of the Subject, and be 
thereby convinced of what unſpeakable Moment 
it is to die well; for Death is here repreſented as 
the Gate of Eternity, and as that which brings 
upon Men the everlaſting Conſequences of their 
preſent Conduct. Mo 
aby, We may obſerve the great and amazing 


Difference which lies between good Men and bad, 


eſpecially with reſpect to their Laiter End; for as 
ſome die in the Lord, and reſt from their Labours, 
others are ſuppoſed (according to the Text) not 
to die in that happy Relation to him, and to be 
deprived of Reſt in the other World, and that 
for ever. Many live without God and without 
Chriſt in the World, being Aliens from the true 
Church, and Strangers from the Covenants of 
Promiſe, having no well grounded Hope, and ſo 
they die: Some die in the Arms of their Redeemer, 
THE - B 2 others 


9 
others are held in the Paws of the Roaring Lyon, 
and feel it not till Death has made them know 
their diſmal Caſe ; Some open their Eyes in Glory 
when they die, and others lift up their Eyes in 
Hell: And we are aſſured that Tribulation and 
Anguiſh waiteth for every Soul that continues. to 
do evil, and Glory, Honour and Peace for him 
that worketh that which is good, 2 Rom. ix. 10 

3dly, We may obſerve, that none of the Things 
which belong to us here will attend us into the 
other World but our. Works. Our deareſt Rela. 
tives and Friends, our Wealth, or Honours, with 
all the 4 Enjoyments of the Life of Na- 
ture, muſt left behind, becauſe they are not 
ſtrictly ours, as a ſenſible Heathen could ſay,. 

Et que non fecimus ipſi vix ea noſtra voco, they are 
lent us here, and when we remove, mult be ſur. 
rendered back to the Great Lord of the World; 
but our Holineſs and virtuous Actions will paſs 
into Eternity with us according to the true Im- 
port of the Text, as we find it in the Original, 
To N b ayer A, wil ar, their Works 


follow them, ſo as to go along with them: And as 


other Scriptures teach us, that Righteouſneſs and the 
Fear of the Lord endureth for ever, which muſt refer 

to the Subject in whom they remain, and whom 
they accompany to all Eternity: Alſo the Sins of 


the Wicked will bear them Company into Eter- 


nity, as will appear when they ſhall beſet in Or- 
der before them at the Day of Judgment, and they 
ſhall reap the Fruits of their Doings.  _ _.. 
But I proceed to the principal Deſign of the 
Text, which is contained in the Doctrine, That 
they who die in the Lord are bleſſed, in that they reſt 
from their labours, and their works do follow them. N 
11 ve WP = "Þ 
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Cs). 
And in the Proſecution of this 4349 1 de- 
ſign, 


1 


* To explain the + Nature of ting in | the 


Peony; Skew in what Senſe they frat ” fro 
their labour, and their works yew them. 


7 birdly, Demonſtrate their Blſſcness on this. 
n, And, 


Lofty, Make A pplication of the Whole. 
l. As fo the Nature of dying i in the Lord: 


10 This may have an immediate Reſj et to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as Mediator, for all gelie- 
vers die in Union with him: And departed Saints 
are called the dead in Chriſty and are ſaid to ſleep 
in Jeſus, 1 Cor. xv. 18. with 1 Thef. iv. 14. all the 
living Saints are united to Chriſt by Faith, and 
the ſame Spirit that dwells in him dwells in them: 
And, when they leave this World, Death ſhall 
not diſſolve the Union, but rather confirm it, be- 
cauſe the Soul will be convey d into his immediate 
Embraces, and the Body will continue in the ſame 
Relation when moldered into Duſt, and will be 
raiſed out of the Grave by virtue of this Union, 
and ſhall be glorified with him as Part of his Myſti- 
cal Body when he ſhall preſent them to himſelf as 


a glorious Church without Spot or Wrincle, or 


any ſuch Thing, Eph. v. 27. and ſhalt preſent 
them Faultleſs before the Preſence of his Glory 
with exceeding Joy, Jude xxiv. 


20 This 
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683 This hath a furthet) Reſpect ta the Great 
as Lord of the Living and the Dead. 

iſt, They die in the Lord, who leave this 
World in the Faith and Love of God hereby they 
have adhered to him as their chief Good: By this 
the Saints were characterized of old, they died in 
Faith, Heb. ii. 13. and the ſame may he ſaid of all 
that {acceed them: Every true Chriſt ian retains 
the Habits of Grace to the laſt, and if they con- 
tinue to enjoy the Uſe of their Reaſon, they doubt- 
leſs die in the actual Exerciſe of every Divine Af- 
fection, which perfects their Meetneſs for the ap- 
proaching Bleſſedneſs. f ; 

2dly, They die in the Service of the Lord, that 
is, they continue to attend his Work till-the End 
of their Life : This is the Deſire and Endeavour 
of every pious Soul, and this he eſteems his Glory. 
As the Soldier boaſts of dying in the Field of Ho- 
nour for the Service of his Prince and Country; 
ſo the Chriſtian may xgjoice when he dies in the 
Work of bis great Maſter; For ble;ſed is the Man 
whom his Lord when he comes ſhall find ſo doing, 
Matt. xxiv. 46. ni 20406; 142 N 

3dly, They die in the Lord when they die in 
his Favor, at the Concluſion of their Labours and 
Conflicts in this World. Their Life is precious 
to him, they are adorned by the Righteouſneſs of 
his Son, and ſecured by his Covenant: Aud precions: 
in the Sig ht of the Lord is the Death of his Saints, Pſal. 
cxvi. 15. Tis for this he calls them to leave this 
World, that he may reveal the Wonders of his 
Love to them in a more perfect Manner: And for 
this the Angels guard them here, and attend their 
exit, that they may convey them into the imme- 
diate Preſence of that Glorious Lord in whoſe Fa- 
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your they die. And this leads me to the next Ge- 
netal Head, Which ſnews, f. 


nl. e men —— and 
their a 


TR yew. tek 


This contains an Account both of "their ws 
tive and Paſitive Happineſs. F< 


The p. apiſts make their god Works "to. be me⸗ 
6 But how can this be unleſs they could 
make God amends for the Injury they have done 
him by. Sin, and then perform not only what is 

rly their Duty, 1 5 ede 77 
e i, im, and that 1 75 bb 0 aps Aſſiſtance. 
But 7 a To ri 15 J, ob. 0 be gh wile 
e le to imſe elf oy Xxli. 2. Nor 
225 nction between Merit of Condi fe god 
2 ongrvity, defend their Exxor; for 
be allowed between the Work and the Re- 
„Jet there is no Merit, aud the Reward. is 
Rial of Grace and not of Debt. ot ae 


Firſt, They reſt from their Linbours. : Arn. 5 


The Work of a Chriſtian i is termed Labour with 
reſpeQ to the Difficultys that attend it,.-partly by 
reaſon. of the Reluctange of our Natures againſt 
things. Divine and Spiritual; for our Hearts are 
n above all things, and deſperately wick- 

ed; and partly, by reaſon of the Diſt actions, 
Temptations and Snares that furround us. And 
in order to carry on a Life of Holineſs, à Chriſti- 
af i is-obliged to attend the daily Works of Re- 
ne. and CircumſpeQipn:: On 


this 
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this Actdunt we are Bound to be cricify*d to the 
World, and to crucify the Fleſh” with its Affecti- 
ons and Luſts, and to wreſtle with Principalitys 
and Powers about thofe'hiph and immortal hings 
which they would deprive us of! And for this 
reaſon we are called is ſtrive, and fight, and run, 
by Allufon to them that acted their 177 in the 
Grecian and Roman Games, with all that Ruergy of 
Mind and Body, and great Sollicitude, which their 
Fears and their high Ambition did extite them to. 
The dtdinary Troubles of Life mult be expected 
by the beſt” of Chriſtians, as well as others, he- 
fides the Safferings and Reptbaches which they are 
called ſometimes to endure. for Chriſt, whereby 
they have been made à Spectacle, and a Gazing 
Stock to Angels and Men, as in Heb. x. 33. Some- 
times they are wounded in the Houſe, of their 
Friends; and theſe are the moſt ſmarting Wounds. 
On alt which Accounts, the Work and even'the 
Patience of a Chriſtian may juſtly be termed La- 
hour. And as this Denomination is moſt. equal, 
ſo their 'moſt painful Endeavours appear to be 
highly neceſſary ; for while the moſt of Men la- 
bour only for the Things of the Body, theſe la- 
bour for the Happineſs of the Soul: The one 
ftrives for a corruptible, the other fot an incor- 
r ani ot doe,” 
Now the firſt Notion of their Happineſs con- 
fiſts in Reſt, and this is begun in this Vorld, 
brought to greater Perfection at Death, and fi- 
iſhed at the Reſurrection. 1 | 


Reſt to the labouring Man is ſweet fand the 
harder the Labour the ſweeter the Reſt) eſpeci- 
ally will this be ſo to a Chriſtian, when, ke 
ſhall have finiſhed all his Labour: "There is 2 
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natural Reſt after Death in * Grave, whete 


Mens Love and their Hatred and their Envy pe- 


riſh ; for chere the Priſoners reſt together, the 
Wicked ceaſe from troubling, and the Weary be 
at reſt : Their Cares and Feats and Pains, their 
Labours and their Troubles as to this Life, will 
ceaſe, But what is this in Compariſon to that 
Divine and Glorious Reſt which remains for the 
people of God? which muſt not be underſtood 
a5 a mere Ceſſation from Trouble, but in a far 
more tranſcendant Meaning as becomes the Dig- 
nity, the Activity, and noble Capacity of our 
Souls, which centre in God as the 2 Origen 
and Gbject of this Reſt; on him will all the Powers 
of departed Saints terminate, a and in him they 
poſſeſs the moſt perfect, ſuitable, ſatisfying, and 
eternal Repoſe. Their Reſt will be without alay 
or fear of Trouble. 

As the Wicked are like a troubled Sea that can- 
not reſt in this World (tho they have many Ob. 
jects to divert them) ſo will they be in the other 
World in a more abſolute and diſmal Senſe: Here 
they allay the Terrors of their guilty Minds by the 
Pleaſures of the Body, and ſometimes they drink 
Wine in Bowls to drown their Cares and Fears; 
but there they muſt drink of the Wine af the 
Wrath of God without mixture of Comfort, and 
ſhall have no Reſt either Night or Day, as aer 
be ſeen in the Context, ver. 10, 11. | 

But the Reſt which the Saints ſnall enjoy will be 
without mixture of Sorrow, and this is a moſt 
tranſporting Thought! to have all our Facultys 
reſt in h God in bright and harmonious L. ight and 
Love, without excentric Motion, and free from 
all Oiſturbance either 8 us, or from nn 
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In Heaven will all be ſerene without a S Storm all 
Sunſhine without a Cloud, everlaſting Day without 


| God to give Tribulation to Them e that trouble his 
People: And to them that are afflitt 
2 Lheſſ.i. 647% And the work of R 
be Peace, and the effect of Ri gbteouſn 
_ Aſſurance fur ever, Iſ. eral 17. But ſome of this 
will be further conſider'd under the following 


der ue 
2 mer, Works follow them and 0. in a 
"threefs ReſpeR. 


| And this will be a Part of the Bleſſedneſs of them 


. attended them, and their Remembrance will be 


-ards of their Work and Warfare, after all the 
-Billaws that paſſed over them, they ſhall be ar- 
- rived to the Harbour of Reſt 3 where the Storms 
that follow'd them to the Grave, ſhall be left be- 
bind for ever, and their good Works ſhall only 


hall fi ſit down with Abraham, Tſaac, and Facob, in 


(10) 


a ſucceeding Night; and theſe — s the Apoſtle | 
repreſents ds the Effects of dhe ebuſneſs of 


lifted reſt fo oy 


7 Rye 


wetneſs and 


1, With Reſpect to the Retiſditbrance of them. 


that die in the Lord: As there is always a Pleaſure 
in the Remembrance of good Actions, ſd is it in- 
- creaſed proportionably to the Difficulties that have 


-accompanyed with moſt delightful and trium ie! 7 * 
Reflection when after all he Difficulties and Ha- 


follow them in the other World: And where they 


gdom of God. God "himſelf will remem- 


pr en uu Works, as appears by the Recital 
that will be made of them by our Redeemer and 
FS at the laſt Day, in Aar. 25. And he will 

ke it ; appear that he- did not forget their 


Wren, —— ny, Work 


(rr) 

Work of Faith, and Labour of Love, Heb. vi. 
10. | 5 915 4 | 1 
2aly,; With reſpect to the Principle and Nature 
of their good Works, ſo far as will conſiſt with 
the Condition of the Inhabitants of that World, 
where the Spirits of juſt Men are made perfect 
and their Facultys exalted by the higheſt Diſpoſi- 
tions for dene God: And the Light, and 
Strength, and Beauty of Sanctification, will be fi- 
niſhed to Perfection in them. Heaven is not 4 
Place or State of meer Indolence and Inactivity 
but the Saints will eternally be employ'd in the 
Admiration, Love, and Worſhip, and Praiſe of 
Him that ſits on the Throne, and the Lamb: Then 
will his Servancs ſerve him, Rev. xxii, 3. and that 
in a Manner fuitahle to the Exhaltation of their 
Nature, the Dignity of the Object, and the Glory 
of their State. F 
34ly, With reſpect to their Rewards, and theft 
will be Great and Eternal, worthy of God to be- 
ſtow, and happy for Men to receive. Then will 
he make it appear that He is a Rewarder of them 
that dilligently ſeek him, when he ſhall render 


even eternal Life to them, that by patient Conti- 


nuance in well doing ſeek for Glory, Honour, and 
Immortality, Rom. ii. 7. and when their light Af- 
flictions, which were but for a Moment, ſhall have 
wrought for them {that labour'd in his Service} 
a far more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, 
2 Col. iv. 17. this Bleſſedneſs hath no Comparitive, 
it has. a Weight in it will overhallance the Glories 
of the Univerſe, an excecding Weight, a far more 
exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory. So that 
the Power and Grandeur of a Kingdom, with all 
its Wealth and Pleaſures, and the Glories of a Dia- 
e dem, 
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dem, yield us but a faint Repreſentation, of it: 
And the Words in the Original, xd dec tie 
dic, do import not only the tranſcendant Ex- 
cellency of its Nature, but the Impoſſibility of 
obtaining 7 Ideas of it, and of Repreſen- 
ting it by the moſt lofty Strains, and beautiful Fi- 


gures in Language ſuitable to the Dignity of the 


Subject: For theſe Things never entred in the 
Heart of Man, nor can the Tongues of Angels 
fully deſcribe them: When he ſkall ſhew unto the 
Saints the Path of Life, and admit them into his 
immediate Preſence, where there is Fulneſs of Joy, 
and Pleaſures for evermore, Pſalm xvi. 11. for ſo 
an Entrance :fhall, be adminiſtred to them abun- 
dantly into his Kingdom and Glory, 2 Pct. i.'1 1, 
when all the Intellectual World ſhall applaud the 
Wiſdom of their Choice and Conduct, and the 
Heavenly Angels congratulate them on their Ad- 
miſſion into thoſe bliſsſul Regions, and become 
Partners with them in their Work and Joy : They 

all ſce God as he is, and , behold unutterable 

hings in his Preſence ſuitable to the moſt exalted 
Capacity of their glorify'd Spirits, and be ſatisfy'd 
that this God in all his glorious Excellencies wil] 
be the Object of their Fruition to Eternitv., They 
ſhall be like him, when the Primitive Rectitude of 
their Nature ſhall be repair'd in perfect Bolincks, 
and this will be their Qualification and Security 
for perfect and endleſs Happineſs. In his Light 


they ſhall ſee Light indeed, and he will make them 


drink of the Rivers of Pleaſure : Whoſe Joys will 
be all Intellectual and Divine, when they ſhall be 
enflamed with the moſt perfe& Love to God, and 
be filled with the everlaſting Diſcoveries of his 
Love to them, ſo that they will know the Riches, 
8 2 e the 


729 a 


(13) 
the exceeding Riches of his Grace in all the Ages 
of Eternity, and what the more perfect Meaning 
of thoſe Words is, That God is Love, 1 John iv. 8. 
Then they ſhall behold the Glories of the Redeem- 
er, and more of the Myſterys of his Perſon, and 
the Dimenſions of his Love, the Beantys of his 
myſterious Providence, and the Triumphs of his 
Conqueſt over all his Enemys. And theſe Things 
will entertain us with Wonder and Satisfaction 
together, and by them our whole Natures will be 
poſſeſsd withExtacies of Delight andBliſs for ever. 
Thus ſhall it be done even to them that die in 
the Lord, whom the King of Heaven delights to 
Honour, as will appear eſpecially at the Time of 
the Manifeſtation of the Sons of God, when Chriſt 


Hall appear in all his Glories, and raiſe the 
Bodys ot the Saints to Glory, and gather toge- 


ther in one both Angels and Men under himſelf 
their Head. — And this can't be far eff; for he 
hath ſaid, Behold I come quickly, and my toward 7 10 
with me, to give every Man according as his Work fhall 
be, Rev. xxii. 12. 

But I muſt preceed i in the next Place, 


II. To demonſtrate the Bleſſedneſs of rhem the | 


die i in the 2 | 


And this Conſideraticn might in it ſelf be ſuf- 
ficient, /that the Wiſdom of God has pronounced 
them Bleſſed. But it may be further cleared by 
con ſider ing the Excellency of this Reſt, and the 
Greatneſs and Certainty of the Rewards Propoſed. 
And theſe are to be demonſtrated by Reaſons de- 
rived from the infinite Goodneſs and Faithfulneſs 
of God, the Fertection of the Redeemer, __ = 

infallible 
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C 14) 
infallible Connection that lies between Holineſs in 
this World; and Happineſs in the next, as the 
Harveſt follows the Sead time; For what a Man 
ſoms that ſball be reap, Gal. vi. 7. But this may be 
better cleared by the following Particulars. 

1. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath conquer'd Satan, 
and taken away the Sting of Death, Heb. ii. 14. 
1 Cor. xv. 35. no Dregs of the Serpent's Poyſon 
are left in the Cup of Death ſince Chriſt hath 
taſted of it, and the Serpent's Head is bruiſed: 
This is to the Honour of the Redeemer, and the 
Safety and Comfort of Believers at the End of 
their Labours; for this Reaſon they are ſtiled more 
than Conquerors, and can triumph over Deatn 
by virtue of their Union with him. 

2. The Lord Jeſus has fatisfy'd Divine Juſtice, 
and purchaſed this Blefſedneſs for Believers : for 
by once offering up of himſelf he has perfected for ever 
them that are Fadi, Heb. x. 14. He bought 
our Souls, and bought the Kingdom for us; hence 
the Happineſs of Heaven is called a purchaſed 


Poſleſſion, and none ſhall be able to prevent their 
actual Enjoyment of it. g's n 1.29 

3. He has ratifyed theCovenant of Grace which is 
made with Believers, and Sealed it with his Blood; 
This is an everlaſting Covenant, and reaches be- 
yond the Grave; which makes the believer ſecure 
in Life and Death. For, in that God has promiſ- 
ed to be our God forever, the Immortallity of our 
Souls is preſuppoſed, and the Reſurrection of our 
Bodys included in the Promiſe, for, he is the God 
of our whole Nature, as appears by the reaſon of 
of the thing, and the auſwer which our Saviour 
gave the Sadducees, Mat. xxii. 23. For then will 


he manifeſt himſelf to be ours indeed, our chiefeſt 
Good, 


| 
f 
J 
. 
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C13 - 
Good, and our exceeding, great Rewarg, when 
both Soul and Body ſhall be admitted into his 
What then ſhoiild hinder the Bleſſedneſs of them 
that die in the Lord, ſeeing they have all things 
overcome and removed that might prevent it, and 
all things engaged for them that will ſecure it. 
Who ſhall lay any thing, to their Charge, ſo as to 
ſeperate them from the Love of Chriſt ? For their 
Life is hid with Chriſt in God, When Chriſt who 5: 
their Life ſhall appear, they ſhall appear with him it 


Glory. Col. 11. 344 * 10 
The APPLICATION. 
I. For Confutation. 


(t.) Of them that Alert the Siegplng of the 
Soul after Death. Our Text doth nor ſay their 
Works ſhall follow them hereafter at the Reſut- 
reftion, but they do follow them when they die; 
this was confirmed in the Old Teſtament, by the 
tranſlation of Enoch and Elia, and in the New 
Teſtament by theanſwerChriſt gave fo the repent- 
ing Thief; this day thou ſhalt be with me in Pa- 
radice: He that made them meet to be pertakers 
of the Inheritance of the Saints in 1 ight, will not 
ſuffer them to lie in Darkneſs and Oblivion for a 
long time, as theſe People fancy, and for this rea- 
fon only, the Apoſtle deſired to be unlooſed from 
the Body, and from the preſenc *,Vorid, that he 
might be with Chriſt: To be abſent fromthe Bo- 
dy, that he might he preſent with the Lord, which 
imports an immediate happineſs. 


(2.) The 
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(2) The Mrinomam pretend 'tis unſawful to 
A the Works of Religion with an eye to 
the. Reward ; but their Notions contradict the 
Scriptures Which are deſigned to work on our 
Fears and Hopes, and the Examples of the Saints, 
ſuch as Moſes, who in all his Obedience had an 
eye to the Recompence of Reward, , Heb, xi. 26. 
nay our Saviour 1 0 did, for the joy that was 
ſet before him, endure the Croſs, and deſpiſe the Shame, 
Heb. xil. In ſhort theſe People not only oppoſe 
the Deſign of the Scripture, and the Moral Go- 
vernment of God in the Wofld; but they undet- 
mine the very Frame of Human Nature. But] 
have not Time to enlarge. | 


II. For Information. 


1, How great is the Goodneſs of God to Men, 
in affording ſuch Relief under the Apprehenſioris 
of Death, which is in it ſelf the greateſt Evil that 
can befal our Nature, becauſe 'tis the Wages of 
Sin which repreſents it as a moſt terrible Enemy, 
but Death is now ſwallow'd up in Victory: 'Tis 
the Glory of God to turn the Curſe into a Bleſſing, 
and to make the Gates of Death become the En. 
trance into Paradiſe, _ 

2. That the Chriſtian Religion is moſt excellent 
which reveals and ſecures this Bleſſedneſs to us. 
When as the Heathens were expoſed to diſmal 
Anxiety at their Death, and had the moſt gloomy 
Proſpects into the other Life, as one ſaid in the 
View of Death, Arimiia vagula, &c, *O my 
* wandefing Soul whither wilt thou go, into what 
Regions of Darkneſs and Horror? &. The 
Goſpel has opened the Scene, of Eternity, and 
N brought 
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(17). 
brought Life and Immortality to light for all Be 
lievers, and declared the bleſſedneſs of them tha 
die in the Lord, &. | 

3- That the ſincere Chriſtian is moſt happy in 
every condition; for if ſuch fall into temptation 
they ſhall riſe again by Repentance, if they fall in- 
to trouble they ſhall be delivered from ſix and 
from ſeven troubles, if they fall into the Grave 
they ſhall riſe again to Bleſſedneſs. By all which 
it appears how happy they are! How Wiſe and 


truly Great, that are prepared for ſuch an Iſſue ; 


for all things receive their denomination from 
their end, all is well that ends well. This the 
Fſalmiſt puts a ſpecial remark upon. Mark the per- 
felt Man, and behold the upright : for the end of that 
Man is Peace, xxxvii. 37. Such an one can handle 
the Serpent without terror, every event, tho? ne- 
ver fo uncommon, ſhall promote the happineſs of 
ſuch, and all things that ſeem againſt them ſhall 
work together for their Good; and that for this 
certain Reaſon, becanſe all things are theirs, Life 
is theirs, and Death is theirs, On all which ac- 
counts a Chriſtian ought to be willing to die, nay 
to be in Love with Death, and there ſeems an Em- 
phaſes in theſe Words for that purpoſe ire d- 
oy], that they may reſt, &c. repreſenting it to 
be the choice and intention of a good Man to die, 
that he might obtain this Reſt and Glory. 

4. That it is therefore unreaſonable to indulge 
immoderate Sorrow for the Joſs of ſuch of our 
Friends as die in the Lerd.— Many Deaths have 
lately vilited this Congregation ; may ſuch melan- 
choly Providences leave an Awful impreſſion on 
them that ſurvive; but the Relatives of ſuch as are 
departcd haye not reaſon Lo be ſorrowful as 2 

| that 


(18) 
that have no hope; tho? your worthy Paſtor, and 
ſome of the Flock are removed together, we have 
ground to hope they are gone to Reſt, and Re- 
joice together for ever. F eee, 


III. For Exhort ation. 


Io prepare for your ſelves the Comforts of ſuch 
a Scripture againſt the Hour of Death, by ſecureing 
your Union with Jeſus Chriſt, And as— 

Moti ves hereto conſider, . | 

t. That we muſt certainly die, whether we dic 
in the Lord or not; prepared or unprepared. The 
experience of thouſands of years may conyince us 
| of this truth: The Living know they muſt die, 
yet few of the Living lay it to Heart, and Num- 
ber their Days ſo as to apply their hearts to Wiſ⸗ 
dom: Few apply to Chriſt the Eternal Wiſdom 
or to their preſent Duty as the Laws of Wiſdom 
directs. Let this be our endeavor by the force of 

ſich an important Motive. 

2. Conſider how excellent a Being the Son of 
God is, and how willing he is to admit into a Re- 
lation with himſelf; what Glory is there in his 
Perſon? What Miracles of Love hath he wrought 
tor us, who has died to convince us of his tender 
compaſſion to us? — With amazing condeſcention 
and importunity doth he invite us to come to him 
for Life; long doth he wait for us, and all his Crea- 
tiircs wait with him, while he ſtands at the Door 
and knocks: Long doth his Spirit ſtrive that he 
may draw our Hearts, and unite us to him. And 
ſhall we not by this he prevailed upon. 
| 3. Conſider that it you die not in union with 
1 Chriſt you are moſt miſerable, for if they only are 
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Bleſſed that die inthe Lord, the reſt muſt needs be 
accurſed, and Death with all its Terrors will have 
the utmoſt power upon them, they that dic not in 
| the Lord will be ſent into regions of darkneſs 
and horror, where the Light of God neyer ſhines, 
and his Face will be againſt them. And they ſball 
be tormented with Fire and Brimſton, in the preſence 
of the Holy Angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb, 
as in Verſe 10. That Glorious Saviour, who did 
in this World compaſſionar? their Caſe and ſought 
this Union with them; will, in their extremity, 
upbraid them for their Madneſs and Unbelief, nav- 
ing Sworn in his Wrath that they ſhould not enter into 
his reſt. 

—Let me therefore intreat you by the Glories 
of your Saviour, by his tender bowels of Compaſ- 
ſion, and alſo by the danger of neglecting, that 
you will ſecure this Union with him. Let me he- 
ſeec you by all the Mercies of God, and yerſwade 
you by his Terrors, that you will not delay. 

Let not the amuſements of this Vain World di- 
vert and enſnare you: Endulge not any Luſt or 
Pleaſure which cannot couſiſt with this Union. 

Depend not on Common Notions of Chriſt and 
Salvation by him, without a ſeving Union with 
him. Truſt not to a flaſh of Conviction, or the 
general impreſſions which the Word may make 
on your judgment or Affections, without procecd- 
ing farther; for if you compaſs your ſelves with 
theſe Sparks, and walk in the Light of ſach a Firc, 
this you will have at God's Hands, you ſhall lie 
down in Sorrow. J. I. 11. 
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(20) 
IV. Fr Direft;on. 


But if you are ſincerely deſirous to ſecure this 
Union, that you may die in the Lord. | 

r. In the fir t place ſee that you obtain a lively 
Faith, even the Faith of God's EleA; For without 
F#th "tis impoſſtvle to pleaſe God, or to become one 
with Chriſt. And let this he regarded as a moſt 
Sacred Truth, that ſound Believers do not only 
entertain Chriſt's Doctrine, but alſo receive his 
Perfon, and conſent to be ſaved by him in his own 
Way, t John 12. This is that precious Faith which 
true Chriſtians have obtained, and tis not only a like 
precigus to all, but alſo in all, and ſuch ſhall at laſt 
obtain the end of their Faith, the Salvation of their Souls. 

And as an evidence of the ſoundneſs of your 
Faith and the reality and firmneſs of your Union 
with him, ſee that you change Hearts with Chriſt, 
and make anhumble and fincere ſurrender of your 
ſelfves to him. | e 
And ſee that you ſhine with his likeneſs, and 
that you are adorned with his Graces, for unto 
this Believers were predeſtinated as well as to his 
Glory, Rom. viii. 29. Old things are paſt away, and 
all things are become New unto them, and in them, 
2 Cor. v. 17. and that Goſpel which revealed Chriſt 
to them, will change them into the ſame Image, 
From Glory to Glory even as by the Spirit of the Lora, 
2 Cor. iii. 18. | 

2. Secondly, Take care that you abound in good 
Wuks, that they may follow you in their Glor1- 


ois a Eadleß Rewards, and they alſo wgll,in the 


mein time, bs an evidenc? of the Soundneſs of 
your Faith, and the Certainty of your Union with 
Clizilt, For as we receive Chriſt, we muſt walk 
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the World, and Nat ed we mußt 


(27 
in him, 2 Col. vi. And 1 is a faithful ſuyn 
and which ought to be conſtantly affirmed, That 
Wo who Believe, be careful to maintain Good 

orks, Tit. 1. 8. It is alfo the Nobleſt improve- 

ent of our Talents, and even of our Tronhlee, 
for every Branch which abideth in Chrift, ard 

ingeth forth Fruit he purgeth, that it may bring 
forth more Fruit, John xv. 2. So that we ſhall be 
able to ſay with the Apoſtle, For 16 to live i: Chriſt, 
and to die it gain, Phil. i. 21. 

One great Motive unto this has been alrezd 
obſerved; that oa things in this World, when 
we die Our Works culy follow, Noker! we came into 
return. This 
made the T urkiþr Emperor Ordain, that a Wind- 

ing- Sheet ſhould be 3 before him ar his Fu- 
neral, with this Prociamation, © FHerc comes $9. 
E dine the Great, who after all his Realr's and 
© Riches, after 1] his Triumphs. rd Glory, No- 
© thing remains but a poor Min Show, Vet 


a Chriſtian has an inv aluzble Tre ore to carry 


with him, even his Good Wer is which arc acc tec 
and rewarded through the Meriis of Chit, for 
he that is Cloa lied with his Rightecuſneſs Fills, 
appear Naked in his preſc; CC, an nd he that is rich. 
in Grace and Good Works, Wit be rich to all Rare 
nity. 

Let it then be your care to part with every die, 


that none of them may follow yon hercafterand to 


nuriſn the Graces that will dene en you to every 
Duty, ſo that you may comfort 630 ancilcy 11. 
theſe Words, Keeping wir {elves in the love of Ce, 
and looking | OF THE Mic: CIS 07 Ct; 2 A a and PEAS > 
Jeſus Chriſt unto Eternal Liſe, vit you thus toke 
care 
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care to Excel in every Grace? a and to og 


dying Bed like good Hezikiab and ſay, "Remember 
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Good Works towards God as well as 


Ving him in Holyneſs and Righteouſneſs all "the. 975 bs 
Jour Liſe; you will then be able to lodk ba o a 


(41. 


Lord how I have wal bed before thee in Truth, and Hie 
that which in god in thy Sight ;, and 1 in a little ti 
you will Hear that bleſſed Eulogi mm, Wl done good 
aud faithful Servant enter into the Joy of, thy Lord. 
When your Bodys are ſinking into Duſt, and alt 
your Glory ſinking with them, (kor 777 0 
22 is but as the Flower of 4 Field, which n fadet 
5) yon may then lift up, your Hezds with 
bop that your Redemption draws nigh; for our 
Hipbinef is near, tho” it be in reverfion,” and 
your Crown is ſure, tho? yòu muſt Labour, and 
Strive, and Die to obtain it. Wherefore my | Belaven 
Brethren, be ye Stedfaſt and unmovable? allways 'a 
bounding in the Work of the Lord, for as much þ a you 
know your Labvir 1 not n Vain in he Toru, 1 3 
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